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HISTORY BEFORE IT HAPPENS® 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


MEGA-TRENDS 2020: HOMELESS AND ON FIRE 


A special video introduction by Gerald Celente. Click here to access the video. 


ECONOMIC UPDATE 


U.S. ECONOMY: THE FINAL COUNTDOWN 


Heavy Meddle 


As we go to press, gold is in the $1,490 per ounce range, despite the strong 
dollar. 


Historically, the higher the dollar, the lower the price of gold. 


Gold is dollar-based. As the dollar strengthens, other currencies weaken against 
it. 

With gold trading at this current level, despite a strong dollar, it is uhcommon... 
it's a signal of its strength. 


Gold has not fallen below our $1,450 per ounce mark. Should it fall below that 
mark, we forecast it will drop further to $1,390, which we also forecast will be its 
bottom range. 


And it should be noted that with the aggressive cheap money pumping schemes 
in the repo markets and central banks lowering interest rates, money junkies are 
back in the in the stock market casino placing bets that equities will keep rising. 


Crypto Future 


Bitcoin bounced back from its five-month low after Mark Zuckerberg testified 
before Congress to get approval from U.S. regulators for Facebook’s “Libra 
cryptocurrency” project. 


Some of Libra’s corporate backers, such as Visa and PayPal, dropped out after 
each committed to $10 million. 


France and Germany already rejected Libra, and now some 21 major American 
corporate backers bowed out after pressure from the government. 


Unlike Bitcoin, which is decentralized, has no leadership, and competes against 
other cryptocurrencies, Libra would compete among traditional currency, which 
could devalue the dollar. 


TREND FORECAST: We maintain our forecast that the future of 
cryptocurrencies will continue to expand as world currencies and customer 
payment go digital. 


Further, as central banks continue to lower interest rates, nations go deeper into 
debt and their currencies devalue. Those seeking safer haven assets who are not 
interested in investing in gold and silver will go crypto. 


And we maintain our gold forecast of rising to $2,000 per ounce within a year... 
and possibly higher depending on rising socioeconomic instability and 
geopolitical disturbances across the globe. 


New Market Highs - Low Holiday Hopes 


The tech sector closed out at a record high on Friday, climbing more than one 
percent. 


On 27 October, despite the measure of hiring by U.S. companies falling to a 
seven-year low and fewer employers raising pay, the S&P 500 jumped to a 
record high on better-than-expected earnings and the never-ending promise of a 
trade deal between the U.S. and China. 


Notably, Amazon reported last Thursday it had $70 billion in sales in the third 
quarter, up 24 percent from a year ago. Profit was reported as $2.1 billion, a 28 
percent reduction from last year. 


It was Amazon’s first decline in profit since mid-2017. 


EBay’s quarterly profit dropped 57 percent this quarter to $310 million (87 cents 
a share). After adjustments, profits grew in one year from 56 cents to 67 cents a 
share. 


Most importantly, both eBay and Amazon dimmed financial estimates for fourth 
quarter revenue based on projections for weaker holiday sales. 


In fact, Walmart Inc. will ring in Christmas this week with promotions, thus 
extending the holiday sales season. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: As we have long noted, Americans are deep in debt and 
short on cash. Forty percent of adults can’t cover a $400 emergency expense, 
and median household income is at 1999 levels. 


With 51 percent of working Americans earning less than $30,000 a year and 40 
percent making less than $20,000 annually, the dim holiday prospects are in the 
numbers. 


On the high end, according to the Federal Reserve, the top one percent of U.S. 
households had an aggregate net worth of $35 trillion at the end of June... 32 
percent of the total, up from 27 percent since the end of 2009’s Great Recession. 


And the top 10 percent owns 69 percent of American wealth at $74 trillion. They 
hold 72 percent of all financial assets, including a record 86 percent of corporate 
equities and mutual funds, plus a record 68 percent of the money in bank 
accounts. 


As noted in this issue’s “Geopolitical Roundup,” the growing wealth gap will be a 
major factor in the “Taking to the Streets” trend that has begun sweeping the 
globe. 


Dwindling Purchase Orders 


A private survey of business activity showed the slowest growth in a decade, 
which is expected to continue in upcoming months. 


Businesses are not purchasing durable goods, such as transportation equipment 
- a trend also mirrored in Japan and the eurozone. 


Durable goods purchases decreased 1.1 percent in September from August. In 
this same period, autos and parts fell 1.6 percent, and aircraft orders declined 
11.8 percent. 


New purchases for nondefense goods dropped 7.5 percent from September to 
August. 


The Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) increased from 51 in September to 51.2 in 
October. A reading above 50 shows growth in the business sector. Below 50 
shows contraction, thus there was no substantial growth. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: While equity markets bounce back, general sentiment 
among economists sinks lower. 


Despite the central banks injecting massive amounts of monetary methadone into 
the economic system, a new Reuter’s poll of 500 economists forecasts that a 
steeper decline in global economic growth is more likely than an expansive 
recovery. 


AS GOES AUTO SALES, SO GOES THE ECONOMY 


As we have long noted, a key indicator to note is the health of the world’s auto 
industry, which makes up 5.7 percent of global economic output and 8 percent 
of world trade. 


In China, the world’s largest auto market, vehicle production and sales declined 
6.2 percent and 5.2 respectively in September. 


Passenger vehicle sales in India have declined for 11 straight months, with sales 
down 33.4 percent in September from a year ago. 


Auto sales are also slowing in the U.S., with new vehicles sales in September 
down 11.1 percent year-to-date. 


In August, auto sales in Europe were down 8.4 percent. Continental AG, a 
German auto-parts supplier and the largest in the world, stated it was taking a 
€2.5 billion write-down. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: We highlight auto sales since they, after home purchases, 
are a key indicator of consumer buying power. The current softening of sales at a 
time of rising consumer debt portends a continuing decline of global economic 
growth and signals the early stages of the “Greatest Depression.” 


Already in the U.S., in the three months that ended in June, auto loans that were 
90 or more days late made up 4.6 percent of total balances, which is near its 
highest level since 2011. 


On the credit card front, 5.17 percent of loans that turned seriously delinquent in 
that period, rose at the fastest rate since 2012, according to Federal Reserve 
data. 


THE NERVE OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE 


The U.S. spent almost $1 trillion more than it took in during 2019, a deficit not 
seen in seven years. 


The Fed will hold a meeting this week to decide if they are injecting enough 
cheap money into the economy to buttress it up against the sinking economy. 


Analysts expect another cut in interest rates, while liquidity operations continue. 
On Monday, the Federal Reserve released $58.15 billion in overnight liquidity into 
the markets. 


The Fed took in $50.95 billion in Treasury bills, $6.7 billion in mortgage-backed 
securities, and $500 million in agencies. 


On Tuesday, the Fed injected $99.9 billion in temporary liquidity - $64.9 billion in 
overnight repo agreements and $35 billion in repo operations that will run 
through 5 November - as well as $7.5 billion in permanent reserves into the 
financial market. 


On Thursday, the Feds confirmed their debts stood at close to $4 trillion, an 
increase from the $3.8 trillion before they started their repo operations. 


Friday morning, eligible banks submitted $3.58 billion to the Fed in short-term 
securities, with the Fed reporting it bought $75 billion in T-bills. 


In total, $77.3 billion in liquidity was released into the markets: $67.6 billion in 
treasuries and $9.7 billion in mortgage-backed securities. 


TRENDPOST: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) warned that fiscal policy 
could do only so much, and with corporations and financial institutions feasting 
on cheap money, there will be “no lifeboats” when the economy takes a dive. 


This week, Russia’s central bank issued its fourth rate cut since June. Turkey cuts 
its rates for the third time in four months, from 16.5 percent to 14 percent. 


Yet, as per a 22 October Financial Times article, there is growing concern that 
low interest rates will not reboot the slowing economy: 


“There are genuinely fundamental questions about their future.” Chief 
among their woes is the spectre of persistently low interest rates in the 
eurozone. 


In September, Mario Draghi, the outgoing president of the European 
Central Bank, cut its key deposit rate to minus 0.5 per cent, putting further 
pressure on banks’ net interest income, the revenue they generate from 
lending. Markets expect rates to stay there or fall further after Christine 
Lagarde takes over.” 


Indeed, the facts are in the numbers. 
As China’s economy, the second largest in the world, slows, so, too, its producer 
prices continue to slide and profits at Chinese industrial companies fell in 


September for the second straight month. 


Investment in construction projects significantly slowed from 5.5 percent to 4.7 
percent in the third quarter. 


WELL-OILED CORPOCRACY 


Oil continues its upward climb for the fourth straight session, despite the drop in 
U.S. inventory. Crude stocks fell last week by about 1.7 million barrels. 


As we go to press, Brent crude is at $61.9 per barrel. 

It was reported last week that due to a dirty deal by Bill “Slick Willie” Clinton, 
which enriched oil companies with an offshore drilling deal in the Gulf of Mexico 
back in 1996, the U.S. government lost $18 billion in oil and gas royalties. 

We note this as just another example of the richest and biggest getting richer 


and bigger as the rest of the population gets poorer and sinks deeper in debt... 
and they are now taking to the streets. 


GEOPOLITICAL ROUNDUP 


WORLD’S ON FIRE. TAKING IT TO THE STREETS 


Not only are forest fires burning up across the globe - in Indonesia, Brazil, 
Portugal, Alaska, California, to name a few - the streets are on fire, too. 


As reported throughout the year in the Trends Journal and Trends in The 
News video podcasts, it’s “Off With Their Heads 2.0.” 


Poverty, violence, corruption... living under greedy governments run by political 
Gangsters who rob We the People of our money, rights, freedom and dignity, 
protests have spread across the globe. 


Week after week, the news is there, but the trend dynamic of what this means 
and where it's going is absent from the mainstream media and in the minds of 
most. 


Just last week, millions more fed up citizens have taken to the streets in Hong 
Kong, Spain, Chile, Lebanon, Guinea, Angola, Iraq, and Haiti. 


As the protests continue, millions risk injury, jail... as well as their lives in the fight 
to improve their living conditions and the rulers who rule them. 


With nothing left to lose... they’re losing it. 


BOLIVIA: WHEN IS “ENOUGH” ENOUGH? 
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In Bolivia, ranked by the World Bank Group as one of South America's poorest 
nations, with substantial income inequality despite economic improvements 
under its current President, Evo Morales, the citizens have joined the growing 
wave of street protests. 


The trigger that ignited anger among thousands of Bolivians was alleged vote- 
rigging in the recent presidential election. 


After the first round of the election on 20 October, it appeared the incumbent, 
Morales, who has been the Bolivia’s longest presidential office holder, was just 
short of the required 10 percent margin of victory to avoid a runoff election. 


An ensuing 23-hour blackout of the counting procedure took place, followed by 
Morales declaring he did have the necessary margin of victory, which 
immediately ignited the mass protest. 


Supporting the demonstrations, political opponent, Carlos Mesa, released a 
video claiming a “shameful and crude alteration of the result of our vote.” 


As riots and protests escalated, President Morales declared a state of 
emergency. He sent out riot police who fired tear gas into crowds, leading to 
further clashes between police and angry protesters. 


Morales issued the statement: “| want to denounce before the Bolivian people 
and the world that there’s a coup d'état in the making.” 


Over the next few days, violence escalated as the protest spread to Santa Cruz 
de la Sierra, Bolivia’s second largest city. 


Last Thursday, the European Union and the Organization of American States 
(OAS) questioned the vote count and called for a runoff vote to restore trust in 
the results. 


The Trump administration issued a statement directly accusing the Bolivian 
government of shutting down the election “so that they could steal the election.” 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: It should be noted that the EU, OAS, and Trump 
administration also questioned the Venezuelan vote count despite international 
observers finding it a fair and free election. 


Further, the United States has a long and gruesome track record of murder and 
economic plunder south of its borders throughout most of its history... remember 
“Remember the Maine”? 


As for the EU and OAS, they follow Washington’s lead. 

The political situation in Bolivia has been especially complex since the beginning 
of this new century. The incumbent, Evo Morales, took office in 2006 as a 
socialist reformer, fierce critic of U.S. interventionist policies in Latin America, 


and the first indigenous leader in the country’s history. 


TRENDPOST: The Bolivia election crisis is yet another example of power hungry 
leaders. 
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As noted above, Carlos Mesa, the former president, oversaw a deadly crackdown 
on mass protests between 2002 and 2005. The Bolivian people booted him out 
of office. 


Mesa has close ties the U.S. government, who prefers his style over the socialist 
leanings of current President Evo Morales. 


President Morales is credited with initiating many popular and successful socialist 
programs since taking office in 2006. When 51 percent of Bolivian voters, 
however, rejected his proposal to reform the constitution to end existing term 
limits, he brought the issues to the Bolivian Supreme Court, who rescinded legal 
limits barring elected authorities from seeking re-election indefinitely. 


Following the court’s decision, protesters across the country took to the streets 
accusing Morales of an authoritarian power play. 


His opponent in the current political turmoil, Carlos Mesa, is a former president 
who led an extended military crackdown between 2002 and 2005 against mass 
protests then led by Morales. Mesa is member of the U.S.-based think tank 
Inter-American Dialogue and has the backing of the U.S. government. 


Over the past few years, President Morales and his party, Movement for 
Socialism (MAS), are being blamed for worsening economic and health 
conditions. 


Workers at the largest mine in Bolivia went on strike for three weeks last 

month. And, last July, Bolivian doctors struck in protest of deteriorating hospital 
conditions and lack of resources to deal with the spread of an arena virus 
disease caused by rodent infestation. 


GETTING HOT IN CHILE 


Santiago, Chile and Beirut, Lebanon are almost halfway across the globe from 
each other, yet the flames of protest, which have lit up streets in both cities, have 
been ignited by identical issues: government corruption and the excessive gap 
between rich and poor. 


In Chile, the spark that ignited the flareup of the people was a rise in mass transit 
fares. What began with around 400,000 taking to the streets in the capital city of 
Santiago had swelled to almost a million protesters throughout the country by 
last weekend. 


President Sebastian Piñera called out 20,000 troops. There have been at least 
5,000 arrests, 18 people killed, and hundreds wounded. 


With echoes of the former military dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet who, with the 
backing of the U.S., ruled from 1973 to 1990, there are reports of torture and 
assault against some of those arrested. 


Last week, hundreds of thousands of workers - truck drivers, teachers, copper 
workers, and other trade unionists — went on strike. 


The same theme behind the protests in Chile, whose president is a billionaire, 
that “the most powerful have privatized everything. It's been that way for 30 
years,” echoes the global discontent... strikes or no strikes. 


People feel it in their pocketbooks... they feel it in their bones. 


LEBANON ERUPTION 
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In Lebanon, last week, and still continuing, an estimated million people took to 
the streets to protest harsh austerity measures, which have deepened financial 
distress on all but the rich. 


Throughout Beirut, anti-government graffiti such as “Down with the rule of the 

mafia” and protestors chanting “Thieves, thieves”... calling out politicians they 
say have stolen billions of dollars from them, aided by Bankster laws that allow 
them to do it. 


Last weekend, streets remained filled with protestors despite attempts by the 
Lebanese army to block access. Traffic was at a standstill as demonstrators 
conducted sit-ins and gathered in large groups to demand the resignation of 
Prime Minister Saad Hariri, President Michel Aoun, and the entire ruling 
government. 


Lebanon has been a divided, sectarian country with constant tension between 
Shiite and Sunni factions for decades. The level of disgust for the political system 
and the elites in control of the country is so strong that despite religious and 
cultural division, there is unity among the protesters. 


Lebanon has one of the highest debt loads in the world, and as the “Greatest 
Depression” closes in, economic conditions will dramatically deteriorate. 


A large majority of demonstrators, who are poor now and see no promise of 
moving up the economic ladder, are under the age of 30. 


Both Prime Minister Hariri and President Aoun made public commitments for 
some economic reform, but the demonstrators dismissed them as doing too little 
too late and continued to demand the total removal of the current political 
leadership. 


Yesterday, Riad Salame, the Governor of the Central Bank of Lebanon, said the 
economy could be collapsing from the constant violence generated by 
protests. Banks throughout the country have been closed from the mass 
protests against austerity measures initiated two weeks ago. 


Protesters continue to close roads and fill city streets demanding that Hariri and 
his top government officials resign. Bowing to pressure, today, Hariri announced 
his intention to resign. 


TREND FORECAST: These demonstrations against elites will continue to grow in 
cities and towns across the globe. Here is key that explains why: 
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About 41 percent of the global population are under 24. And they're angry about 
lack of well- paying jobs, rising costs, austerity measures, and corrupt 
governments. They see the expanding gap between rich and poor. 


Based on data from Credit Suisse, the wealthiest “one percent” of the world's 
population now owns more than half of the world's wealth. Furthermore, this one 
percent saw their share grow at the fastest rate ever over the past 18 years. 


As the most powerful economy by far, anger over U.S. intervention will continue 
to rise worldwide. 


HONG KONG: WEEK 21 


Protests were both peaceful and violent in Hong Kong over the weekend. 


Angry at aggressive police tactics, groups of protestors blocked roads, 
vandalized stores, and threw gas bombs. One video shows police backing up 
into a subway station to escape a group of angry protesters throwing rocks and 
other objects at them. 


The increased violence is seen as the result of the ruling over the weekend by a 
Hong Kong court banning a range of activities being used by protesters to 
publicize police brutality. Among the activities now banned are taking photos of 
policemen, verbally heckling police, and singing anti-police protest songs. 


These new rulings come on top of recent government injunctions limiting public 
assembly, which has not quelled the amount of street demonstrations. 
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The protesters also gathered in the shopping district, where police used water 
cannons with stinging blue dye to clear a peaceful demonstration. 


While advocating for change and continuing to air grievances, leaders called for 
an end to the verbal abuse some demonstrators had been aiming at individuals 
and business people perceived to be connected with the Chinese mainland. 


The Chinese government is concerned about how months of protest have 
severely hampered Hong Kong’s economy and has damaged this banking 
capital of Asia from conducting business as usual. 


Tourism, one of the city’s key economic assets, is down some 40 percent since 
the protests began. Some 77 percent of hotel workers have been forced to take 
unpaid leave. 


Many shops and restaurants considered to be linked to the mainland have 
suffered physical damage. The main malls, once humming with activity, are 
virtually empty. 


The latest retail numbers saw retail sales dropping by 25.3 percent in August - 
the biggest year-on-year drop Hong Kong has ever seen. 


On Sunday, Hong Kong’s Financial Secretary, Paul Chan Mo-po, warned the city 
was heading toward negative economic growth for the full year: “The 
government will be announcing its advance estimates for the third quarter on 
Thursday. After seeing negative growth in the second quarter, the situation 
continued in the third quarter, meaning our economy has entered technical 
recession,” he wrote. 


CATALONIA: GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH 
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Following up on Trends Journal coverage of the ongoing Catalan independence 
movement, which erupted again following Spain's Supreme Court sentencing of 
nine Catalan politicians and activists earlier this month, protests heated up this 
past weekend with some 850,000 people demonstrating in Barcelona. 


Despite the streets being filled with fervent supporters, organizers of the rally 
made it clear to the crowd that it was to be a peaceful march. 


Earlier in the day, over 300 mayors from towns and cities across the region met 
with Catalan President Quim Torra. After the meeting, Torra reaffirmed his call 
for independence and said it was time to “force the Spanish state to talk.” 


However, a rally of a more violent protest group gathered around the Barcelona 
police headquarters hurling stones and bottles. Police backed by riot trucks 
forced the crowd to disperse. 


It is reported that some 600 people - over 200 of them police — have been 
treated for injuries since 14 October. 


Many of the younger protesters and workers participating in rallies are actually 
not in favor of seceding from Spain. Their anger is against Madrid’s economic 

austerity policies, which fall mainly on the middle class and poor as well as the 
erosion of basic democratic rights. 


TREND FORECAST: It should be noted that all of these major protests are 
leaderless. It reveals the levels of independence and confidence protestors have 
in themselves and not that of single voice or party. 

The voice of the new 21st century leader is... The Internet. Despite governments’ 
attempts to shut it down, minus a total blackout, which would be devastating to 
business, new apps and strategies will be designed and launched in the battle 
between protestors and governments. 
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SYRIA: TANKS A LOT 


Defense Secretary Mark Esper clarified that tanks and other “mechanized forces” 
were being sent to defend the oil and said the stated goal in Syria has always 
been “about defeating the ISIS Coalition.” 


TRENDPOST: Totally absent from media coverage and political rhetoric is the 
fact the U.S. has illegally invaded and is occupying parts of a sovereign nation 
that has posed no threat to America. 


The line they keep feeding that Americans keep swallowing: “If we don’t kill ISIS 
there, they'll come over here,” is just a few years-old twist of the old story. 


In 2011, Obama and the Arab League armed and paid radical Islamic and other 
mercenaries to overthrow the Bashar al-Assad government. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The big news on Sunday that “The Leader of Islamic State 
Dies in Raid,” the world’s most-wanted ISIS terrorist Abu Baker al-Baghdadi was 
killed by U.S. troops, is empty hype with no substantial consequences. 


President Trump’s assertion, “the world is a safer place,” is as negligible as 
former President Obama’s bragging that U.S. troops killing Osama bin Laden in 
2011 was “a testament to the greatness of our country and the determination of 
the American people.” 


Again, it should be noted that the U.S. illegal intervention in Syria was regime 
change orchestrated under the Obama administration to overthrow the Assad 
government in 2011, when he said, “The time has come for President Assad to 
step aside.” 
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Yet, today, in the mainstream media coverage and all the political rhetoric 
contends that U.S. troops are in Syria to fight ISIS, along with their Kurdish 
allies... and most people believe the propaganda and ignore the “Obama” facts. 


ABC News correspondent, Terry Moran, moronically described the killing of 
Baghdadi as “a big victory for the president... this is the kind of presidential 
leadership that people do expect.” 


Doubling down on the stupidity, Bernie Sanders, Democratic candidate in The 
Presidential Reality Show, approved the assassination of the “murderer and 
terrorist” and hailed the “brave efforts of Kurds and other U.S. allies.” 


It should also be noted that this “murderer and terrorist” had been badly 
wounded in a 2017 airstrike and played a minor role, if any, in ISIS operations. 


WHAT’S A YEMEN? 


As we go to press, the Saudi launched/American-backed war against Yemen, 
which has caused the worst humanitarian disaster in the world today, with some 
14 million people starving, a devastating cholera outbreak, deepening economic 
depression, over 100,000 dead and millions wounded... is absent from western 
media coverage. 


Despite the tragedy of war, what most has been covered by the Presstitutes was 
the killing of Saudi Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi dissident and journalist for the 
Washington Post. 


If fact, last year, in protest of the Knashoggi murder tied to the Saudi Prince, 
Mohammad Bin Salman Al Saud, prominent American business leaders and 
government officials boycotted the Saudi’s Future Investment Initiative. 
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Now, one year later, despite the ongoing devastation in Yemen and failure to 
make the Saudi government accountable for the Khashoggi murder, Americans 
are back in town. 


Money Talks 


Continuing its long- term involvement in the Middle East, the U.S. Treasury 
Department confirmed last Tuesday that Steven Mnuchin, Treasury Secretary, 
and Jared Kushner, President Trump’s son-in-law, along with an elite group from 
Wall Street and Washington insiders will attend an investment conference in 
Saudi Arabia next week. 


Others attending from the U.S. are Stephen A. Schwarzman, CEO of the 
Blackstone Group; Dina Powell McCormick from Goldman Sachs; and Larry 
Fink, CEO of BlackRock. 


IRAQ: “MADE IN AMERICA” MISERY 


Over the weekend, at least 74 protesters were killed and over 3,600 wounded as 
protestors demanded an end to government corruption; rising unemployment; 
and dire living conditions, such as limited access to electricity and clean water. 


Thanks to the United States’ invasion and destruction of Iraq in 2003, in a war 
based on lies by George W. Bush and supported by the political parties and the 
media, over one million people have been killed, and the country has been 
bombed into ruins. 


19 


As a consequence, The World Bank reports Iraq’s youth unemployment is 
around 25 percent. The most recent Corruption Perception Index, published by 
Transparency International, ranks Iraq as the tenth most corrupt country in the 
world. 


Prime Minister Adil Abdul Mahdi called out the Iraqi Counter Terrorism Services 
and stated they should “use all necessary measures” to get the protesters off the 
streets. 


The politically powerful religious cleric Muqtada al-Sadr publicly threatened to 
force Mahdi out of office if he failed to back off the harsh retaliation against the 
protesters, and he didn’t enact political reforms previously promised. 


Yesterday, Mahdi declared a curfew in Baghdad after the fourth consecutive day 
of anti-government protests, which saw two more people killed and over 100 
injured. 


Government security forces fired tear gas at university students who were 
breaking the curfew, and soldiers beat up high school students with batons in 
two Baghdad districts. 


Al-Sadr then issued a written statement calling for a new election overseen by 
United Nations observers. 


Yesterday evening, as protests extended into the fifth consecutive day, 
confrontations between authorities and protesters became even more violent. A 
dozen people were killed, and hundreds were injured when security officials 
opened fire on those demonstrating. 


ALGERIA: WHO’S SMILING NOW? 
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Last Sunday, hundreds of judges and prosecutors initiated a strike protesting the 
heavy-handed moves by the government to reduce the influence of around half 
of the couniry's judiciary in an attempt to manipulate the upcoming presidential 
election. 


The National Magistrates’ Syndicate called the recent government move “a 
stranglehold by the executive over the power of the judiciary.” 


The unprecedented strike is supported by a vast majority of Algeria’s judges and 
prosecutors. 


Algeria has been rocked by protests most of the year, sparked last February by 
then-President Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s decision to run for a fifth term. His 
authoritarian regime had taken control of revenues from the county’s natural 
resources and used them to pay off political cronies and financial supporters. 


Pressure from protests led by the movement Hirak, also known as the Revolution 
of Smiles, forced Bouteflika to resign. Those protests were wholly peaceful. 


The interim President, Abdelkader Bensalah, is backed by the army and has 
consistently used repressive measures to try and tamp down continuing anti- 
government demonstrations. 


At least 91 reformers have been imprisoned over the past months in the capital 
city of Algiers. The Lawyers Collective, an NGO in India that promotes human 
rights, report the total number of detainees to be around 170. 


Algerians, particularly the youth and poorer classes, have suffered chronic 
corruption, economic stagnation, and unemployment for over a decade. A steep 
decline in oil and gas prices has further weakened the already deteriorating 
economic conditions. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The Algerian protesters essentially are voicing the same 
disgust as those throughout much of the world: government corruption; the 
growing gap between rich and poor; rising prices; lower wages; worsening living 
conditions; and militarized, dictatorial authority. 
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GERMANY: NO NUKES, NO U.S. TROOPS 


Martin Schulz, leader of the German Social Democrats, said last week that if he 
wins next month’s election, he will make it clear the U.S. is to withdraw its 
nuclear arsenal from German territory. 


Germany’s Left Party issued the statement: “The presence of U.S. forces in the 
region is being used to create tensions in relations with Russia.” 


There are currently about 20 U.S. nuclear warheads at a base in West Germany. 
They said the presence of 35,000 U.S. military troops was “incompatible” with 


Germany’s constitution, known as the Basic Law, saying that the bases are 
being used to carry out military operations in the Middle East. 


OCCUPY PEACE? 


PEACE 
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One of the key tenants of Occupy Peace, a movement created by Gerald Celente 
to bring Peace and Prosperity to the world, is to abide by the Founding Fathers 
doctrine of “no foreign entanglements.” 


This is no longer the American Way. 


Despite President Trump’s vow to eliminate “endless wars,” some 200,000 
American troops are deployed in 150 countries along with trillions of dollars of 
military equipment bought and paid for by America’s taxpayers. 


After 18 years of committing murder and mayhem in Afghanistan, by far the 
longest war in U.S. history, there are still 13,000 U.S. troops in the country. 


After launching the Iraq War, which was based on lies that Saddam Hussein had 
weapons of mass destruction, with nearly 5,000 U.S. soldiers and an estimated 
one million Iraqis killed, a nation destroyed and seeds for radical extremism 
sown... some 6,000 U.S. troop remain there. 


Indeed, as Gerald Celente has long noted, “The business of China is Business. 
The business of America is War.” 


There are 45,000 to 65,000 U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf region, 6,000 to 7,000 


in Africa, about 4,500 in Eastern Europe, approximately 78,000 in Japan and 
South Korea, and an additional 2,000 ranging from the Philippines to Australia. 


MEGA-TRENDS 2020 


“HOMELESS AND HELPLESS”: 
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE NO HOME 
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In every town hot and cold, big and small... 

the homeless population will explode. 

It will keep growing and getting worse as economies falter and wars erupt. 
Citizens out of work, no money. 

Masses out of their minds with nowhere to turn. 

Others escaping war-ravaged countries... 

nations of poverty, violence, crime and corruption. 

No money, nowhere to go... 

homeless, helpless, desperate, and needy. 

All races, creeds, colors, and religions... 

gender-neutral... 

good and bad, kind and evil. 

It's global... 

and it's coming soon to a town near you. 

In the U.S., over half a million people experienced homelessness on a given night 
in 2018 according to a report from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. Almost 40,000 of those were veterans. 

About 100,000 of those are chronically homeless. 

The backlash against the homeless in major California cities such as Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, and San Jose is generating adverse headlines 
due to increasing violence against the homeless. 

Makeshift tents line the streets in many areas of these metropolitan areas. San 


Jose, the tenth largest city in U.S., has seen a sizeable increase of 42 percent of 
homeless people in the past two years. 
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Oakland had an even larger 47 percent increase, with a 17 percent increase SF 
and 12 percent in LA. In LA, public officials are demanding that the governor 
declare a state of emergency. 


New York City, according to the U.S. Department of Housing and Development, 
“houses” 14 percent of the nation's homeless. 


Bye Bye Boomers 


The largest group of chronically homeless is aged 65 and older, according to a 
study by researchers in LA, New York, and Boston. That number is expected to 
nearly triple by 2030. 


According to Dennis Culhane, Professor at the University of PA School of Social 
Policy & Practice, “Caring for this elderly group in homelessness is going to cost 
about $5 billion a year - that’s just for their health care and shelter, not to house 
them.” 


In California, because of the state’s high housing and renting costs, low-income 
seniors with fixed incomes, high illness rates, and out of jobs are most at risk to 
ending up on the streets. 


Globally, homelessness is also on the rise in wealthy countries. 


According to the research group Our World in Data, the total number of people 
sleeping “rough” [on the streets] has more than doubled in the UK. 


France has a greater percentage of homeless than the U.S., which comes in 
second followed by Chile, Ireland, and Spain. 


According to a Yale University study, around 150 million people, or about 2 
percent of the world’s population, are homeless, while more than 20 percent lack 
adequate housing. 


(Un) Affordable Housing 


In 2017, approximately 37 million households were spending more than 30 
percent of their income on housing. 


According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, a full-time worker 
earning the minimum wage would need to work an average of 94.5 hours per 
week for all 52 weeks of the year to afford a one-bedroom rental home. 
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BURN BABY, BURN 


Another year, another hellscape of wild fires and winds sweeping through 
America's most populous state, California. 


America, the land of the “Exceptionals.” Exceptionally stupid, that is! 


They've invested trillions to build a military-industrial complex that's killed 
millions, while its infrastructure declines into third-world status. 


California, the land of high-tech geeks who brag how their algorithms, data 
mining, machine learning, robotics, and artificial intelligence will improve the 
world... as their homes burn and people die, again and again. 


Artificial Intelligence, another artificial flavor that the corporations sell and the 
public swallows. 


Despite all the bravado heaped on them, America continues to sink deeper into 
decline culturally, aesthetically, spiritually, physically, morally, and economically. 


California, the home of America’s entertainment industry, giving the world 
violence with hi-tech action flicks of stunts, glam, and made up mass 
destruction. 

Imagine, another year of real mass destruction: life-ruining forest fires, with 
nothing of any consequence being done to prevent them. 
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Out of Control 


Yesterday, hundreds of thousands of residents in California have been ordered 
to evacuate their homes. 


Evacuate your home? 


Your life’s treasures, which cost a lifetime of income to pay for, may be among 
those burnt to the ground. 


For what? 


Because low-life politicians get kickbacks from the power companies so they 
can reap more profit by not being forced to bury electrical power lines. 


Year after year, none of the brilliant tech geeks can figure out a way to develop 
strategies on how best to fight the devastating fires. 


Some 1.3 million in the Bay area are without power, with another half million to 
be cut off within a day. 


This is the fourth time this month that CA’s electrical companies have cut off 
power. Already, some $2.5 billion in industrial and business activity has been 
lost. 


Pretending this clown of a boy is on the people’s side, Gavin Newsom, playing 

Governor of California, called on Pacific Gas and Electric Co. to issue the grand 
total of rebates of $100 to residential customers and $250 for small businesses 
because of unannounced “Public Safety Power Shutoffs” two weeks ago. 


TREND FORECAST: Considering no significant measures will be taken to bury 
power lines and more advanced methods to effectively fight wildfires will not be 
addressed, mass migration from potentially affected regions to environmentally 
safer regions, both in the U.S. and abroad, will gather momentum. 
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HI-TECH SCIENCE 


NEW COMPOUNDS ROLL BACK AGING 


by Ben Daviss 


Two new compounds are showing promise not just in slowing physical aging but 
actually reversing it. 


The first is rapamycin, a substance discovered on Easter Island (a volcanic island 
in Polynesia) in a strain of strep bacteria. Rapamycin suppresses immune 
response and so is commonly given to people who receive organ transplants to 
quell rejection; and it prevents cells from replicating, making it a go-to drug for 
cancer patients. 


As those patients began to show signs of “aging in reverse,” scientists began to 
study rapamycin’s unexpected side effects. So far, more than 80 studies on 
animals and a small number of human volunteers show a surprising catalog of 
benefits: 


= it extends the lifespan of life forms ranging from yeast to mice; 

„ it seems to slow or even prevent common age-related deterioration of the 
eyes, heart, and even individual cells; 

= it shows signs that it can reverse obesity and prevent cancer. 


Rapamycin reportedly shows no side effects, even in pregnant women, and a 
small human trial testing its’ anti-aging properties is now under way. 
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Another study reports reversing biological age in older men by giving them a 
combination of human growth hormone, a hormone called DHEA, and metformin, 
a drug used to control high blood sugar. 


Over the two-year trial, researchers concluded that the men shaved 1.5 years off 
their biological age. The determination was based on images of the thymus 
gland, which accumulates fat and deteriorates with age. In the study, the men’s 
thymus glands reportedly lost fat and regenerated healthy tissue. 


Long-term side effects of these drug cocktails can’t yet be measured. 
TRENDPOST: Various attempts to reverse biological aging are showing success, 
including calorie restriction as well as a variety of cocktails mixing drugs, 
hormones, and other ingredients. 

Creating a genuinely immortal human may be possible in some future century. 


But by 2050, humans will be able to use cocktails like these to extend their 
healthy lives beyond 100 years. 


NEW DEVICE HARVESTS WATER AND ENERGY FROM AIR 


by Ben Daviss 


In 2004, a utility company hired physicist James McCanney to analyze the future 
usefulness of renewable energy technologies. It was then he discovered that the 
increasingly popular, three-bladed wind turbine is designed all wrong. This 
discovery led him to create the WING Generator, a vastly more efficient wind 
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turbine that won the Water Abundance X Prize for Technological Innovation in 
2018. 


The first problem with conventional wind turbines is that more than 90 percent of 
the wind blows past the blades without touching them. That caps the turbines’ 
energy efficiency at less than 10 percent. The second is that wind striking a 
blade slides up the blade and drifts off the end. That’s another source of lost 
energy. 


In McCanney’s WING Generator, the turbine blades aren’t designed like 
propellers but like airplane wings; wind flowing over them creates lift instead of 
pressure, which boosts efficiency. Second, instead of three blades, the WING 
Generator has a multitude of blades that come into contact with most of the 
wind flowing to the device. Third, McCanney entirely surrounded the wheel 
holding the blades with a shroud, similar to a fender over a bicycle tire. The 
shroud captures the air coming off the ends of the airfoils and directs it back into 
the blades, gaining as much as 40 percent more efficiency. 


According McCanney, his design can begin producing electricity with a breeze of 
just 5 mph - and without the starter motor that conventional three-bladed 
turbines require. 


Attached to coolers and compressors, McCanney’s generator can extract water 
from air - an energy-intensive process that now can draw cheap power from the 
redesigned turbine. Also, just like the windmills on old farms, McCanney’s 
generators can be used to pump water from the ground. With the water filters he 
invented and markets through his JMCC Water Filters company, a WING 
Generator could pump and clean water while also making electricity, which could 
be stored on-site in batteries to tap when the breezes die down. 


McCanney is marketing small versions of his device - from 2kW to 50kW, 
enough to supply energy needs for a small farm or ranch - and has engineered 
versions up to 250mW, a structure almost 900 feet tall. According to McCanney, 
a thousand of his giant turbines, strategically placed, could supply the electricity 
needs of the entire U.S. - all without storage batteries or government subsidies. 


He’s seeking investors. 
TRENDPOST: Clean water and clean energy are two of the future’s most urgent 


needs. Next-generation technologies that boost efficiency — especially those, like 
McCanney’s, which solve both problems at once - will find expanding markets 
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through 2050. 


UN-PLASTIC 


by Ben Daviss 


Researchers at Finland’s Aalto University and the country’s VTT Technical 
Research Centre have created a new entrant in the competition to replace 
petroleum-based polymers and plastics. 


The team bonded wood fibers with the silk protein of spiders’ webs. The 
resulting material is tough like wood but still pliable enough to stretch like a 
spider web and strong enough to withstand impacts without breaking. It could 
be used to weave cloth, as surgical thread, to make netting, and for packaging, 
among other possibilities. 


The material doesn’t use actual spider silk. Instead, the scientists programmed 
bacteria with synthetic copies of spider silk’s DNA. Tweaking the genome 

inserted into the bacteria could produce different plastic alternatives that could 
be used to make surgical implants or impact-resistant car bodies, for example. 


When discarded, the material would have no negative environmental impacts. 
TRENDPOST: The race is on to stem the world’s rising tide of petro-plastic trash 
and replace conventional plastics with environmentally benign substitutes. By 


2030, the transition to these friendlier versions of plastic will be well along, 
profiting inventors and their backers. 
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NVESTMENT TREND: CARBONTECH 


by Ben Daviss 


Carbon is the new black gold: capital is rushing to back schemes promising to 
harvest carbon from the air. 


Dimensional Energy, a start-up populated with Cornell University faculty, is 
touting its method of combining sunlight and CO2 to make methanol. Carbicrete 
in Montreal has just landed funding from Sustainable Development Technology 
Canada to build a pilot plant for its process of using CO2 and slag waste from 
steel-making to produce concrete-like blocks. Global Thermostat is building an 
Alabama plant that will capture CO2 to make plastic bottles, among other uses. 


Switzerland’s ClimeWorks’ machines draw CO2 out of the air and sell it to soft- 
drink makers and greenhouses to feed to plants. CarbonCure sucks CO2 from 
the air and infuses it into cement, the main ingredient in concrete. The company 
says that, so far, it’s locked up more than a million pounds of CO2 into concrete, 
the equivalent of 57,000 acres of forest inhaling carbon for a year. 


Among California ventures, Opus 12 is marketing a device that bolts onto 
smokestacks and other sources of CO2 emissions and, using just water and 
electricity, can turn the gas into a variety of industrial chemicals. It’s lined up $1 
million in funds to supply gases to in San Francisco. Air Protein claims to be able 
to use recovered CO2 to make protein-enriched pasta and meatless burgers. 
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Former U.S. energy secretary Ernest Moniz is part of the nonprofit Energy 
Futures Initiative, which backs a $10.7-billion plan over ten years to pull CO2 out 
of the air and lock it away underground or in special vaults — a project that would 
require a catalog of new technologies - and private equity fund manager David 
Elenowitz has sunk $50 million of his own money into Zero Carbon Partners, a 
new investment firm backing carbontech. 


TRENDPOST: With humans sending more than 40 billion tons of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere each year, there’s a bumper crop waiting to be harvested. 
Some invest out of a concern to reduce greenhouse gases; others are in it purely 
for profit. Regardless of the motive, early investors will have the best chance to 
reap big rewards from a field that promises to grow through 2030 and beyond. 
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